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Vaccination Rates Among Washington State’s 
Latinos1 are Improving, but Challenges Remain

| COVID-19 POLICY BRIEF SERIES

Latino Center for Health —  
University of Washington
The Latino Center for Health is  
a state-funded interdisciplinary 
research center at the University  
of Washington. Housed administra-
tively at the School of Social Work, 
the center conducts community- 
engaged research through capacity 
building and authentic partnerships 
with community stakeholders to 
promote the health and well-being 
of Latino communities in  
Washington state  
(https://latinocenterforhealth.org/).

BACKGROUND
Washington State’s Latinx communities have 
been and continue to be disproportionately im-
pacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. As of Sep-
tember 20, 2021, the age-adjusted COVID-19 
case rate among Latinx community members 
in WA was 9,450 per 100,000, as compared 
with a case rate of 3,562 per 100,000 among 
Whites. Similarly, the age-adjusted COVID-19 
mortality rate among Latinos was 231 per 
100,000, as compared with a mortality rate of 
69 per 100,000 for Whites.2

In response to the rapid spread of the SARS-
CoV-2 Delta variant (B.1.617.2) in our region, 
now accounting for most new cases, and the 
related surge in COVID-19 cases straining our 
state’s healthcare system, the state depart-
ment of health, local health jurisdictions, 
healthcare providers, community-based organi-
zations and others have redoubled their efforts 
to vaccinate Latinx community members and 
others. And yet, despite the overwhelming sci-

1	  Although “Latino” is in the official name of LCH and is considered the most familiar term, we  
recognize that it is limited. We acknowledge that “Latino” is a male-gendered identifier and people in our  
community choose other forms of identity, including “Latina” and gender-neutral “Latinx” and “Latine.”  
Our community is not a monolith, and we work to support all chosen identities.
2	  Source: https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/data-tables/
COVID-19MorbidityMortalityRaceEthnicityLanguageWAState.pdf accessed 9/29/2021.
3	  Source: https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p0924-booster-recommendations-.html 
4	  Source: https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/exclusive-us-decision-
pfizer-covid-19-shot-kids-age-5-11-could-come-october-2021-09-10/ 

entific evidence supporting the safety and ef-
fectiveness of vaccines, progress in vaccinat-
ing eligible Latinx individuals has been slower 
than hoped and uneven across the state.

With the CDC’s recent recommendations for 
vaccine boosters among adults vaccinated 
with the Pfizer vaccine3 and the expected ap-
proval of vaccine boosters for adults vaccinat-
ed with the Johnson & Johnson and Moderna 
vaccines, as well as approval of vaccines for 
children 5-11 years of age4, this is an important 
time to reexamine vaccination rates among 
Latinos in our state. In this brief, we report 
current vaccination rates of fully vaccinated 
Latinos at the state and county levels and note 
progress made in vaccinating Latinx communi-
ty members since our last report in July 2021. 
The purpose of this brief is to provide policy 
makers and other stakeholders with current 
vaccination rates for Latinos in Washington to 
help inform the allocation of the state’s vacci-
nation resources going forward.
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Author
FINDINGS
Overall, the rate of fully vaccinated individuals 
among Latinos twelve years of age and older 
in Washington State was 54.6% as of Septem-
ber 29, 2021, up from 40.5% in July (2021), 
representing a 33.4% increase in the number 
of vaccinated Latinos (Table 1).  

Although this increase in the number of fully 
vaccinated Latinos is significant, progress in 
vaccinating Latinos in our state is still critically 
needed since approximately 341,808 of the 
estimated 752,802 Latinos twelve years of age 
and older in our state remain partially vacci-
nated or unvaccinated. Approval of COVID-19 
vaccines for 5–11 year-olds will result in 
156,577 additional Latinx children in the state 
becoming eligible to be vaccinated (Table 2).        

Figure 1 is a map of the full vaccination rates 
among Latinos for Washington State by coun-
ty. Rates of full vaccination varied by county 
from a low of 19.1% to 76.3%, with a median 
full vaccination rate of 43.0%. The counties 
with the highest full vaccination rates were San 
Juan (76%), Okanogan (76%), Douglas (63.7%), 
King (62.9%) and Chelan (59.3%) counties 
(see Table 1). The counties with the lowest full 
vaccination rates were Ferry (12.9%), Stevens 
(19.1%), Asotin (19.1%), Pend Oreille (21.7%), 
and Pacific (24.1%). Full vaccination rates for 
the top 5 counties in terms of eligible Latinx 
individuals were King (62.3% vaccinated), 
Yakima (53.3%), Pierce (44.4%), Snohomish 
(54.9%) and Franklin (39%). Vaccination rates 
for the top five counties in terms of share 
of the population that is Latinx were Adams 
(41.1% vaccinated), Franklin (39%), Yakima 
(53.3%), Grant (50.9%), and Douglas (63.7%).  
In general, counties in the eastern part of the 
state had the lowest full vaccination rates of 
Latinos.

SUMMARY
Although Washington State has made signif-
icant progress towards vaccinating Latinos 
against COVID-19, some urban and rural 
Latinx communities are lagging behind the 
state as a whole, and remain at significant 
risk of COVID-19 infections. In fact, data from 
the state COVID-19 dashboard show higher 
infection, hospitalization and death rates 
among Latinos compared with Whites.1 The 
CDC’s recent recommendations for booster 
vaccinations and the anticipated expansion of 
eligibility to include 5-11 year-olds will add to 
the number of Latinos needing vaccination in 
our state.   

Recent reports on new COVID-19 cases 
suggest we may have passed the peak of 
the surge in infections. However, concerns 
remain that with the return to in-person work 
and school, we may see additional surges in 
infections driven in large part by unvaccinated 
or partially vaccinated individuals. According 
to the CDC, the best means of preventing the 
spread of COVID-19 remains fully vaccinating 
eligible individuals in addition to the use of 
face-coverings, social distancing, avoiding 
crowded and poorly ventilated spaces, and 
frequent hand-washing.  

We urge our state’s elected leadership to 
continue their support of community-based 
organizations and trusted community lead-
ers who are working to increase access and 
overcome hesitancy to COVID-19 vaccines 
among Latinos in Washington through the use 
of culturally and linguistically tailored efforts. 
Other recommendations for increasing vaccine 
uptake among Latinos can be found in our 
recent policy briefs on vaccine hesitancy and 
COVID-19 information sources.

https://latinocenterforhealth.org/wordpress_latcntr/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/MentalHealthPolicyBriefJune16.pdf
mailto:altafoya@uw.edu
https://latinocenterforhealth.org/wordpress_latcntr/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/LCH_VaccineHestitancyPolicyBrief_4.28.21.Authors.pdf
https://latinocenterforhealth.org/wordpress_latcntr/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/FINAL_COVIDInformationSourcesPolicyBrief.pdf
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DATA SOURCES 
Data for this Policy Brief were drawn from 
the Washington State Office of Financial 
Management, Forecasting and Research 
Division (OFM)5 and the Washington 
State Department of Health COVID-19 
Data Dashboard vaccination counts.1 
Latino population counts for the state and 
counties, based in the OFM’s Small Area 
Demographic Estimates

(SADE) model, were accessed on 
9/18/2021.4 Counts of fully vaccinated 
individuals of known Latino ethnicity were 
on the Washington State Department of 
Health COVID-19 Data Dashboard.1 These 
vaccination counts were current as of 
9/29/2021.

5	  Washington State Office of Financial Management, Forecasting and Research Division https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/popula-
tion-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin
6	  Accessed on 10.14.2021: https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard

METHODS 
We estimated the full vaccination rates 
based on (1) counts of fully vaccinated 
self-identified Latinx individuals taken from 
the WA DOH COVID-19 dashboard and (2) 
the OFM’s Latinx population estimates 
of the number of Latinos twelve years of 
age and older. Rates were computed for 
the state and each county. To compare 
changes in vaccination rates, we recom-
puted rates for July 2021 using compara-
ble counts of vaccinated Latinx individuals 
and OFM population counts. Those fully 
vaccinated refers to individuals who have 
received a complete multidose schedule of 
either the Pfizer or the Moderna vaccines, 
or one dose of the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine.

LIMITATIONS
The vaccine rates reported in this brief 
are solely based on counts of vaccinated 
individuals with known Latino ethnicity.  
Some vaccinated Latinos may not have 
been asked to provide their ethnicity or 
declined to provide it when asked, result-
ing in underreporting of the true rates 
of vaccinations. Further, our counts of 
vaccinated Latinx individuals are based 
on publicly available data through the WA 
DOH COVID-19 dashboard, and does not 
include counts of individuals, Latinx or 
otherwise, vaccinated by the Department 
of Defense or the Veterans Administration.  
At the state level, individuals vaccinated 
by the DoD and VA account for just 3% of 
all fully vaccinated individuals in the state 
(151,325 of 4,662,963)6. 

Figure 1. Washington State Map of Adjusted Rates of Fully Vaccinated Latinos, by County.

https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin
https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard
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Table 1. Rates of Fully Vaccinated Latinos by County in Washington State.

Note: Vaccination data for Wahkiakum and Garfield counties were not available; and data for Ferry county were only available 
for September, 2021.  Adjusted estimates include vaccinated individuals without race/ethnicity data, adjusted for proportion 
of the county population that is Latinx, including children under 12 who are currently ineligible for vaccination.  
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Table 2.  Latinx Population Counts for Washington State and Counties.

Note: Population counts for is this table were accessed from the OFM website at:  
https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-popula-
tion-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin

https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin
https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin

