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Reductions in 2020 US life expectancy due to COVID-19 
disproportionately impact on the Black and Latino populations
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31% of COVID-19 Cases are Among Latinos
WA State Confirmed COVID19 Cases as of 03.12.2021

Total number of cases: 349,425
Number of cases w/ R/E: 201366
Number of cases w/o R/E: 148,059 (42%)

Source: WA State DOH: https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus
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WA State Age-Adjusted Case Rate per 100,000
as of: 03.01.2021
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WA State Age-Adjusted Death Rate per 100,000
as of: 03.01.2021
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Where COVID Testing
Rates are Highest

(03/13/2021)

Where COVID Positive 
Test Rates Are Highest

(03/13/2021)

Inequities in COVID-19 Testing 



Mapping Social Vulnerability

Social Vulnerability Index Lower Life Expectancy
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Nationally – Hesitancy is 
Declining



Vaccine Hesitancy: US Census, Household Pulse Survey, 
Jan 20-Feb 1, 2021; 18 Years and Older; Unvaccinated 

Washington State United States



Latino Center for Health – Sea Mar Community 
Health Center Survey on COVID-19

> Self-Identified Latino
> 18 years of age and older
> Spanish or English language preference
> 1+ visits between January 1 and July 1 2020 
> Oversampled males and Spanish speakers
> Mail survey with phone option
> $20 incentive gift card
> Survey period October 28, 2020 – February 3, 2021
> Adjusted Response Rate: 17%



Survey Respondents
(Weighted Percentages)

English
(n=159)

Spanish
(n=222)

Age 18-30 31 9
31-50 32 51
51-64 18 29
65+ 16 8
Missing 3 3

Gender Female 26 31
Missing 2 1

Education <8th Grade 4 32
Some HS 23 23
HS Graduate 33 25
Some College or AA 28 12
College Degree or More 11 3
Missing 1 5

Health Insurance None 14 54
Birthplace US 60 4

Mexico 21 71
Other Country 17 19
Missing 2 6



COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy
(Weighted Percentages)



Concerns or Questions about COVID-19 Vaccine
(Weighted Percentages)

 English Spanish 
Yes No Yes No 

About Pain 4 96 6 94 
About Cost >31 69 >58 42 
About Side Effects or Safety >61 39 >61 39 
About Autism 8 92 3 97 
About Making You Sick 17 83 11 89 
About Vaccine Effectiveness >47 53 >39 61 
Unsure if Needed 13 87 3 97 
About Accessing 10 90 12 88 
Alternatives to Vaccine 13 87 5 95 
Serious Concerns About Vaccines  8 92 9 91 

 



Vaccination Rates as of 3/10/2021



Vaccination Rates as of 3/10/2021



King County Vaccination Rates as of 3/12/2021



Measuring Equity – Example for LA



UW Medicine, King County

Positive Tests Vaccine Given



Vaccinations > Infection RateVaccinations < Infection Rate
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Key Take Away Points

> Latinos have been disproportionately impacted by 
COVID-19 infections and mortality.

> Latinos lag non-Hispanic Whites in COVID-19 testing, 
even though this disparities.

> Access to vaccines is limiting efforts to vaccinate 
Latinos, though unaddressed hesitancy remans 
important
– Navigation, language and cost concerns  

> The state’s vaccine monitoring and reporting metrics  
lack measures of equity and transparency.
– State-wide data at the county-, zip code- and census track-

levels is needed
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